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SusanR : Here's a video to show students ..an interview with a 9 year old writer  
 
SusanR : She has appeared on Oprah  
 
SusanR : 9 year old Adora Svitak - Talks about her story  
 
SusanR : Adora's Flying Fingers Channel 
http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=237e7a2aec3b1ed11dab  
 
SusanR : Show it to students as well  
 
SusanR : she has a her own channel  
 
SusanR : of videos  
 
JennyEB : Can you give me a quick summary for the internet impaired?  
 
BJB2: http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=237e7a2aec3b1ed11dab  
 
SusanR : Here is a list of videos…watch at a later date  
 
SusanR : She is a nine year old writing prodigy.  
 
SusanR : She can be an inspiration to all of us…young and old  
 
JennyEB : I CAN'T WAIT TO SHOW MY 2ND GRADERS!  There's been a poetry 
explosion in my room lately  
 
SusanR : Adora is on the talk circuit as well  
 
SusanR : oh good  
 
JennyEB : Adora is the child's name?  
 
SusanR : Should we start with quick,brief intros  
 
SusanR : You will adore Adora!!  
 



SusanR : And so will your students  
 
JennyEB : Sure, I'm Jenny from rural West Tennessee -- teach 2nd  
 
JennyEB : and you all?  
 
AbbieK: I'm Abbie, I'm a sophomore in college. I am currently working with 5th graders 
one day a week.  
 
SusanR : I am a former 2nd grade teacher and now substitute from Ontario, Canada  
 
SusanR : Cool  
 
JennyEB : ditto  
 
JennyEB : So, can I tell you about the poetry explosion?  
 
SusanR : From scribbling to publishing  
 
SusanR : yes, please, Jenny  
 
JennyEB : A couple of students have been reading some books - You Read to Me and I'll 
Read to You  
 
JennyEB : One sort of adopted the pattern - a dialogue of sorts and wrote a little 
something  
 
JennyEB : then there was another and another and another  
 
JennyEB : Thankfully, it's their own work so far  
 
SusanR : Often students are the inspiration for a unit or theme  
 
JennyEB : but I was afraid students would start copying from the book so I suggested  
 
JennyEB : that the poems can NO LONGER end with "You read to me and I'll read to 
you.  
 
JennyEB : Thankfully, nothing has squelched their enthusiasm  
 
JennyEB : They're still creating  
 
JennyEB : This was totally unplanned  
 
SusanR : Grade two students can really let loose on creativity  
 



JennyEB : They inspire me daily  
 
JennyEB : Except when they're making me crazy of course!  
 
SusanR : yes!!!  
 
JennyEB : Do you have any suggestions for poetry that my students might model 
something after?  
 
SusanR : So show them the Adora videos...they should certainly inspire  
 
JennyEB : I CAN'T WAIT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 
SusanR : and the Into the Book  site  
 
JennyEB : Is there an area for poetry there?  
 
JennyEB : It appears slightly unfinished maybe  
 
SusanR : http://reading.ecb.org/  
 
SusanR : let's take a few minutes here  
 
SusanR : Using Prior Knowledge, Making Connections, Questioning, Visualizing, 
Inferring, Summarizing and Synthesizing.  
 
SusanR : can be used with Poetry as well  
 
SusanR : and you can get both series on DVD or VHS, and order posters and bulletin 
board strips for your classroom.  
 
SusanR : The site has a series of 15 min. videos for students teaching and amazing 
interactive web resources that can be saved!  
 
SusanR : If you have a projector you can use the videos on this site with the whole class  
 
SusanR : This site is a must for remedial reading classrooms!  
 
SusanR : Can be used as an information night with parents  
 
SusanR : Make sure to check out the teacher section for great downloads, teacher videos, 
and lesson plans.  
 
SusanR : The site is an excellent introduction to key reading strategies.  
 
SusanR : And for student expectations in their groups  



 
JennyEB : I'm a big Mosaic of Thought fan, but many of my colleagues are unfamiliar 
with the book  
 
JennyEB : I'm going to try this my students  
 
JennyEB : and if they like it  
 
JennyEB : I'll see if I can start a Friday Team Time  
 
JennyEB : and get some other 2nd graders involved  
 
SusanR : you are aware of the Mosiac listserv, too  
 
SusanR : http://www.u46teachers.org/mosaic/tools/tools.htm  
 
SusanR : Abbie, any questions or comments  
 
JennyEB : When I tried to promote Between the Lions, I was very disappointed.  The 
kids just didn't care for it.  They like live action MUCH better, so this may  
 
JennyEB : be just what the doctor ordered  
 
SusanR : Try the Adora videos  
 
JennyEB : How many are there?  
 
SusanR : now onto Poetry  
 
AbbieK: none so far, just taking in the information  
 
SusanR : 8 or 9 ..spread them over the school year  
 
JennyEB : writing or reading poetry?  
 
JennyEB : or both?  
 
SusanR : http://www.adorasvitak.com/  
 
SusanR : She writes poetry as well  
 
SusanR : on Good Morning America  
 
SusanR : Let's get back to reality...not all your students can be like Adora  
 
SusanR : Here is a great starter lesson  



 
SusanR : Performance Poetry  
 
SusanR : http://www.poetryteachers.com/poetclass/performpoetry.htm  
 
SusanR : Have your students warm up  
 
JennyEB : Cute, you're just full of great resources.  
 
SusanR : http://www.scribd.com/doc/138306/Choral-Reading  
 
SusanR : This came from one of our literacy coaches  
 
JennyEB : I love Readers' Theater and some of our most successful performances have 
been using poetry  
 
SusanR . o O ( Scribd is a neat tool to store PDF and word files and photos on the web to 
be viewed by students and staff and parents )  
 
SusanR : Good introduction to poetry - Read the poem, "The New Kid on the 
Block."  Before showing the last line, I let the kids take out paper and pencil and draw a 
picture of what they imagine the new kid to be or look like.  This is a great introduction 
to a unit on Poetry.  
 
JennyEB : One of my favorites  
 
SusanR . o O ( poem is by Jack Prelutsky )  
 
JennyEB : I have quite a Jack Prelutsky collection  
 
SusanR : This site takes the form of a workshop. Listen to Jack Prelutsky read one of his 
poems, then follow his tips and techniques to have some fun with poetry writing! Have 
your students publish their work online.  
 
SusanR : http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/jack_home.htm  
 
JennyEB : All of these links will show up on the transcript won't then?  
 
SusanR : yes  
 
SusanR : Even K to 3 students can place their poems online in blog format!  
 
JennyEB : Unfortunately that's against board policy  
 
JennyEB : We can't publish student work to the web  
 



SusanR : too bad oh well. http://bobsprankle.com/blog/C1716715409/index.html  
 
SusanR : Show this blog to your administration  
 
JennyEB : Good idea  
 
JennyEB : Have you ever had a 2nd grade poetry slam?  
 
SusanR : yes.. and I used this site  
 
SusanR : funny, silly, goofy, wacky, whimsical, clever and zany poetry  
 
JennyEB : If this current explosion continues, I may need to get your advice  
 
SusanR : kids will love the poetry here  
 
SusanR : http://www.poetry4kids.com/index.php  
 
SusanR : Kenn Nesbitt  
 
JennyEB : You really have caught me at the right time  
 
JennyEB : Most year's, I wouldn't have the poetry  
 
JennyEB : Of course, NOW I'll be encouraging it more  
 
JennyEB : And have the lovely Adora as inspiration!  
 
SusanR : for the last few minutes check this track  
 
SusanR : 
http://trackstar.4teachers.org/trackstar/ts/viewTrackMembersFrames.do?number=177402
&password=  
 
JennyEB : keep them coming  
 
BJB2: nice list of sites, Sue.  
 
BJB2: The next K to 3 Resources discussion will be on February 26  
 
SusanR : yes indeed  
 
JennyEB : Can I forward the invite to some other members of my Writing Project?  
 
SusanR : absolutely  
 



SusanR : yes please do  
 
JennyEB : coolio!  
 
SusanR: any last minute questions  
 
SusanR : explore these at your leisure  
 
SusanR : 
http://trackstar.4teachers.org/trackstar/ts/viewTrackMembersFrames.do?number=177402
&password=  
 
JennyEB : I'm exploring, I'm exploring!  
 
JennyEB : I'll sign out as soon as I'm sure you've finished giving us these terrific gems!  
 
JennyEB : THANKS SO MUCH  
 
SusanR : and thank you  
 
AbbieK: Thank you! This has been very helpful!  
 
SusanR : thank you  
 
BJB2: wonderful as always, Sue! Thanks  
 
SusanR : Abbie???  
 
SusanR : any comments  
 
JennyEB : OMB  Just hit your delicious page!  
 
SusanR . o O ( forgot that one )  
 
AbbieK: No  
 
SusanR : everyone needs a delicious account  
 
SusanR : tagging your links  
 
JennyEB : I have had a number of bookmark organizer accounts, but putting into 
trackstar makes so much sense!  
 
JennyEB : Note to self -- Make a trackstar  
 
JennyEB : is it still free?  



 
SusanR : come back for part 2 of Poetry Fun  
 
SusanR : the fourth Tuesday of the month  
 
JennyEB : thanks again,  bye bye  
 
SusanR : Tracks can keep students from wandering the web  
 
SusanR : keeps students in TRACK  
 
SusanR : keeps students on TRACK!!  
 
BJB2: thanks again, Sue. Good job  
 


