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WendyV joined the room.

BJB2: hi, Wendy

WendyV: Hello

BJB2: here for Teachers in Training?

WendyV: Yes

BJB2: grest!

BJB2.00O (small crowd ;-))

WendyV: How many of usisit?

BJB2: but distinguished ;-)

WendyV: 2?

BJB2: o far it'sjust you an me. | can announce and see if anyone else joins up
WendyV: Ok

BJB2: Tdl me about yourself, please, Wendy....what are you in training to teach?
WendyV: | am student teaching 8th grade at a middle school

WendyV: | meant to say math

BJB2: excellent! How's it going?

WendyV: So far good | had worked at two high schools previously, but middle school is
alittle different

BJB2: will you be certified middlie/high school ?

BJB2 laughs...yes, middle school is very different



BJB2. 0 O ( hormone central )

WendyV: Teaching is far more difficult than tutoring (what | used to do)...Y es hormone
central

BJB2: | love middle school, but it can be challenging

WendyV: Some students seem mature (or try to be) while others seem to be stuck at an
elementary level.

BJB2 nods...it's that age. Some are 4foot nothing and some are 6feet tall...it's afun age

WendyV: Lots of energy is needed and our lunch is at around 1pm therefore | am
running low on energy

BJB2: it's also atransition time for many...and difficult. One foot till in elementary and
one foot in high school

WendyV: Yes | am about 5 feet 2 inches and | find a get asked alot of silly questions
like "why are you so short ms."

BJB2 smiles...you need to take a snack in for energy

BJB2: tell them great things come in small packages ;-)

WendyV: | am like "its in the geres" and " stopped growing at 5' 2"
WendyV: Yes| tell them that too : )

BJB2: you teach math...how is that going?

WendyV: Well | can tell you what topic students hate the most (at least since | have been
there)

WendyV: They really disliked surface area and volume
BJB2: usudly I find | don't like something if | don't understand it

WendyV: | thought it might be easy with formulas guiding them, but they say it is too
many steps

BJB2: do they understand the concept?

WendyV: Kind of but they didike al the multiplying, you see we don't let them use
calculators



BJB2: good...the more you practice, the easier it gets

WendyV: We have the Texas state exam they have to pass to go onto high school and
when they take it they cannot use a calculator

BJB2: do you do games or team work?

BJB2 . 0 O ( thereisaMath Transformers monthly discussion in Tapped In...the person
who leads that discussion teaches middle school math )

WendyV: We let them work collaboratively (when | say "we" | mean my merntor teacher
and )

BJB2: check out the archives at www.tappedin.org/transcripts

WendyV: Neat | will have to check it out

BJB2: how is your mentor teacher?

WendyV: Sheisthe best, very helpful and gives great advice, | am extremely lucky
BJB2: cool. That certainly helps

WendyV: Yesit sure does

BJB2: are you familiar with beeweb.org?

BJB2: http://edutech.cs.brandeis.edu

WendyV: no
WendyV: neither

BJB2: if you can get your kids online they have some great math stuff...where two people
challenge each other

WendyV: | bet they would love that

BJB2: more for elementary, but they have calcubee coming soon

BJB2: CacuBEE.org is a fun website where students use a virtual calculator to create a
wide range of Cryptarithmetic problems for each other. Not only does this game

challenge in arithmetic, but also logic, memory, and visual attention.

WendyV: it gets kind of tough to make time to go to the computer lab since we are trying



to focus on the TAKS which is coming up

BJB2 nods sadly

WendyV: But | will check those sites out because they sound good

BJB2: do you have computers in your classroom?

WendyV: Only one

BJB2 . 0 O ( you can always project so everyone can participate )

WendyV: Yes | would ssimply have to reserve the projector, never mind we have atv

WendyV: | did these powerpoints where | have the math vocab. streaming the entire
period on the tv. The students notice them too!

BJB2: very cool!
BJB2: you could aso do the vocab as a jeopardy type game
BJB2 .0 O (or even use multiplication )

WendyV: Yes| have seen that, | did awho wants to be a millionaire math game once for
atechnology class, but | had forgotten, thanks for the reminder

BJB2: good warm up for the first 10 minutes or so of class

WendyV: Even better idea, it would be a warm up they would really get into : )
BJB2 nods.

BJB2: and if you have fun doing something, they will too

WendyV: | am going to try to make one of those games up ASAP

BJB2: look in the transcripts...Pat had a discussion on math games

WendyV: ok, what day was that, how can | search for it?

BJB2: the last discussion on Tuesday was using literature and math...another way to look
at the same old same old in a new way

WendyV: Yeah | missed that one: (

BJB2: Math Transformersis on the second Tuesday of the month



BJB2: the archives are at www.tappedin.org/transcripts

BJB2 . o O ( dthough the last one won't be up for aweek or so)

WendyV: | had written it in my agenda but couldn't get around to it, | will write that in
my agenda, thanks

BJB2 smiles...only so many things you can do in aday!

WendyV: Y es unfortunately!

BJB2: that never seems to change...whether you are a beginning teacher or experienced
BJB2: any specific concerns you wanted to discuss?

WendyV: What advice can you give me with behavior

WendyV: issues

BJB2: Usually poor behavior is the result of the child not understanding the work

WendyV: | mean | came in 2 weeks after the second semester began so | think that might
have to do with it

BJB2: thisis where that differentiated learning stuff comesin

WendyV: For ex. | have one stud. who understand the materia but constantly finds
himself getting up and hitting other kids

BJB2: somekids are just painsin the butt and like to challenge the teacher.
WendyV: Lol

BJB2: does the kid have an IEP?

WendyV: | think | have handled it ok, but know | can do better

WendyV: Not that | know of

WendyV: We have had a parent teacher conference

WendyV: but that was not too much help

BJB2 nods. What did you find that worked?



WendyV: well we gave him his own work space

BJB2 .0 O (inthe neighboring state? ;-) )

WendyV: so while other are in groups he sits individually

WendyV: it helps because he does not disrupt others as much, and gets much more done
BJBZ2: it's afine line between 'rewarding' bad behavior and structuring the classroom
BJB2: sounds like you did a great job!

WendyV: Thanks, my mentor helped with that

WendyV: | aso have a University supervisor and he gave me great advice

BJB2: what other kinds of behavior management tools could you use in a situation like
that?

WendyV: proximity is a huge one

BJB2 . 0 O ( nicethat you have so much support )

WendyV: Boy does that work (most of the time anyway)

BJB2: you do have to wonder why a child would get up and hit other students

WendyV: Yes| don't know why, but aside from this he responds to all the students with
"yo' mama'. | think it might also be his maturity level

WendyV: some kids follow along while others just ignore him
BJB2 chuckles. Sounds pretty limited

WendyV: heis constantly in and out of trouble with other teachers, so | know its not only
my mentor and | that deal with it

WendyV: Aside from him teaching is "heaven" (most of the time, anyway)

BJB2 nods...that's why | mentioned the IEP first thing. Something else is going on. Could
be bad situation at home

WendyV: Yes| think | had heard a divorce mentioned

WendyV: and | have heard that males take it harder than girls



BJB2: in the discussion that just finished up on Classroom Assessment, Maryann
mentioned that we have to make school a safe place where the child can be successful

WendyV: Although he does this | actually start everyday with him fresh
WendyV: Whatever happened the day before, | do not let it affect me

BJB2: what alternatives can you give this child to hitting someone? If he feels out of
control, can he have atime out? Maybe that is what his "space" in the classroom provides

WendyV: That isagood idea | have heard this mentioned before

WendyV: | will suggest it to my mertor, and ask her if she hastried it (she might have
already tried thisand | am just not aware)

BJB2 nods.

BJB2: in an ided classroom, the children are loved, well fed, sheltered, and come to
school ready to learn

WendyV: Utopia
BJB2 nods.

WendyV: | grew up in atough neighborhood and luckily know for a fact that thisis not
true

BJB2: teachers can't be all thingsto al children, but we can work on that safe place
where children can learn, make mistakes and move on

WendyV: Yes, | am happy to hear it from someone as experienced as you

BJB2: we need to let the children know that it's ok to make a mistake...and to learn from
the experience

WendyV: | think thisis one of the main reasons | am in the field
BJB2 smiles. Terrific!

WendyV: | love the idea of helping young people

WendyV: sometime all they need is that someone to push them
BJB2 thinks Wendy isn't all that old ;-)

BJB2 agrees...someone to push and to believe in them



WendyV: | had students at the high schools where | worked mention that no one had let
them know it was possible to go to college

BJB2: yikes!

WendyV: | know we might not get all of them, but | will be happy with at |east one
BJB2: yep...count your successes in small increments

WendyV: | am the first in my family to go to college

BJB2: congratulations!

WendyV: | have to admit | owe it to ateacher | had (now high school counselor
WendyV: My mom simply told me that she would be happy with high school
WendyV: but my teacher would not let that be, "not only high school, but college too!"
BJB2 smiles. Good for that teacher!

BJB2: and a Math teacher to boot! Very impressive

WendyV: Yeswonderful! | look forward to teaching at the same school

WendyV: Who knows maybe | will make the same difference

BJB2: | have not a doubt that you will, Wendy!

WendyV: Thanks!

BJB2: | hope you visit Tapped In often and keep us posted on how you're doing
WendyV: Yes| will

WendyV: | guess the end of the discussionis here, huh?

BJB2: | need to go to the WriteTak discussion. It's been delightful talking with you
BJB2: Thanks so much.

WendyV: Thank Y oul

BJB2 waves goodnight



WendyV: Goodnight



